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Have you ever wondered what school life is like for

students overseas? How their culture differs from ours,
or how their schools shape the way they learn? In March
2025, eight STMC students set off on a journey to uncover
these answers. They attended the Model United Nations
(MUN) Conference, hosted by the Singapore Chinese
Girls’ School. Accompanied by teachers, Ms. Kung and
Ms. Kam, the five-day trip offered a first-hand look into

. = diplomacy, cultural exchange, and the world beyond Hong

Slickest photo at the networking dinner Kong,

School Life Beyond the Seas

During the trip, students and teachers got a glimpse into the education system in Singapore. Observing the daily
routines there, Ms. Kung noticed that schools there start their day earlier, with flag-raising ceremony at 7:45 a.m.,
compared to a usual start time of 8:00 a.m. in Hong Kong. A more striking contrast lay in how extracurricular
activities are handled. In Singapore, they are integrated into school hours and made mandatory where in Hong
Kong, such activities are usually optional and held after school. Ms. Kung believed Singapore’s approach gives
students more breathing room to explore their interests while maintaining balance in their lives.

Preparation is Key

Organizing a trip like this was no small feat. Ms. Kam shared how much effort
went into selecting the right students—those who were passionate and ready
to dedicate themselves to the intense preparation. However, the hardest part
turned out to be booking flights. Limited seat availability and timing constraints
made finding the best flights extremely difficult. Even during the trip, the
teachers had their hands full. Early mornings, full schedule, and constant
supervision leftlittle time for rest. Nonetheless, Ms. Kam noted that seeing the
students grow made it all worth it.

Joyce'l'lee'and'Joyce Fung presenting
their ideas during the conference



Building Skills Through Conversing

SCMUN was more than just a chance to travel—it was about transforming
into diplomats. Students had to impersonate real-world cauntry delegates,
research complex international issues, and deliver speeches with clarity
and confidence. For Joyce Fung, the conference became a platform for
refining her public speaking skills. She worked on her tone, gestures, and
posture to better convey her points. Meanwhile, Clement Kan found the
debates particularly intense, especially in the United Nations Security

Council (UNSC), where the power dynamics of the P5 nations made I v
passing resolutions a difficult but eye-opening task. Joyce Lee shared STMC Delégates at Singapore
how the experience of engaging with delegates from different cultural Chinese Girl School

backgrounds sharpened her communication skills, while Max Tsoi valued the opportunity to express his ideas
more spontaneously, noting that the dynamic environment encouraged adaptability and quick thinking, skills
that extended beyond the conference room. Together, the students grew not just as speakers, but as thoughtful,
strategic communicators, ready to tackle real-world challenges.

Unexpected Memories

Interestingly, some of the most memorable moments were not in the debate room. At the networking dinner
following the closing ceremony, what was expected to be a formal and dull affair turned into a lively celebration.
Students danced, laughed, and celebrated together, forming bonds that went beyond academic competition. For
Max, these light-hearted moments helped balance the intensity of the event and made the experience even more
meaningful

The Difference in Styles

SCMUN had its own way of running MUN sessions. Unlike the Hong Kong format, which emphasizes structured
argumentation, SCMUN allowed for more flexibility, including using electronic devices during speeches. Max
particularly enjoyed the dynamic and modern feel of this approach. However, Joyce Fung, Joyce Lee and Clement
shared a preference for the clarity and rigour of the Hong Kong system.

More Than Just a Conference

Despite the demanding schedule, tight planning, and
the stress of debates, everyone agreed that the trip
was worthwhile. For Ms. Kam, the most rewarding part
was watching the students grow in confidence and form
connections with peers from around the world. Ultimately, the
trip was not just about winning awards or drafting resolutions.
It was about broadening horizons, nurturing leadership skills,
and understanding their roles as global citizens.

MaxTsoi duringthe exchange programme
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